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1.0 Applicability 
This procedure applies to any U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Element responsible for Real 

Property Management under the purview of the Office of Environmental Management (EM).  

When a mission need arises, the DOE has the means to withdraw or reserve land from the U.S. 

Bureau of Land Management (BLM) that oversees the Public Domain lands.  Public Domain 

Land refers to land in which no person or entity has held ownership other than the Federal 

Government.  These public lands make up about 13 percent of the total land surface of the 

United States and more than 40 percent of all land managed by the Federal Government.  The 

U.S. Department of Interior (DOI), BLM is delegated responsibility for withdrawing and 

reserving Public Domain Land.   

  

2.0 Required Procedure 
 

Step 1 Pursuant to P.L. 95 91, U.S.  Department of Energy Organization Act, DOE 

may request that DOI withdraw or reserve Public Domain Land for DOE use. 

Step 2 The Environmental Management, Consolidated Business Center (EMCBC) 

Certified Realty Specialist (CRS) receives a request from a Program Office to 

withdraw or reserve land in the Public Domain. 

Step 3 The Site Office or the Program Office in collaboration with the CRS prepares 

and submits an application to BLM with justification in accordance with 43 

CFR Subpart 2310.1. 

Step 4 The CRS informs EM-3 of the proposed action. 

Step 5 The Site Office representative, the Program Office, or the CRS may be required 

to present DOE’s position before the BLM. 

Step 6 A Public Land Order, approved and issued by the DOI, is published in the 

Federal Register withdrawing the property for DOE use.  New withdrawals are 

for a maximum of 20 years, at which time they must be justified and reapproved 
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by DOI [see P.L.  94-579, Section 204, Federal Land Policy and Management 

Act of 1976 (FLPMA)].  Congress must approve needs exceeding 20 years. 

Step 7 When the Public Domain Land is no longer needed by the DOE, the CRS 

submits a Notice of Intention to Relinquish with the DOI.   

Step 8 The DOI determines if the land is suitable to be returned to the Public Domain 

and provides a report to the CRS identifying whether or not any other agency 

claims primary, joint, or secondary jurisdiction over the lands and whether its 

records show that the lands are encumbered by rights or privileges under the 

public land laws. 

Step 9 If DOI determines the land is suitable for return, the CRS submits the Standard 

Forms 118 and 118A, Report of Excess Real Property, to the GSA.   

Step 10 If DOI determines the land is not suitable for return, the land remains with 

DOE.   

Step 11 The Facilities Information Management System (FIMS) Administrator will 

enter the information in the FIMS database. 

 

3.0 References – Forms/Attachments/Exhibits 
 

3.1 Forms 

• Standard Forms 118 and 118A, Report of Excess Real Property 

4.0 Records Generated   

Records generated through implementation of this procedure are identified as follows and are 

maintained by the  Office of Technical Support and Asset Management in accordance with the 

EMCBC Organizational File Plan: 

Records 

Category Code 

Records Title Responsible 

Organization 

QA 

Classification 

(Lifetime, Non-

Permanent, or 

Not Applicable) 

 ADM 03-01-A Real Property Files – 

Excess and Transfer 

Documentation, 

Supporting 

Documentation 

Office of Technical 

Support and Asset 

Management 

N/A 
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DOCUMENT TITLE: Acquiring Real Property by Withdrawal from Public Domain 

 

If there are changes to the controlled document before the two-year review cycle, the revision 

number stays the same; one of the following will indicate the change: 

 

l Placing a vertical black line in the left margin adjacent to sentence or paragraph that was 

revised; or 

 

l Placing the words GENERAL REVISION at the beginning of the text.  This statement is 

used when entire sections of the document are revised. 

 

If changes and updates occur at the two-year review cycle, the revision number increases by one. 
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